
Regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Newark Valley was held Tuesday evening September 10, 
2024, at 6:30 PM in the Noble Room of the Municipal Building at 9 Park Street, Newark Valley.  
 
PRESENT:  Mayor    James Tornatore  

Trustees   Joe Mooney 
Jackie Wandell 
Ken Giblin 
Katie Sack 

  Clerk/Treasurer   Pam Benthin 
 
Public Hearing: Opened 6:30 

A public hearing was held to discuss a variance request at 113 Whig Street. The owners have 
requested a variance to build a lean-to for wood storage on the back of their garage. This addition 
would be less than 3 feet of the property line. (See attached drawing) Mayor Tornatore stated that 
there had been no negative responses to the proposed variance. There were no trustee questions or 
guest questions. An attached resolution was passed later in the meeting. Motion passed to close 
public hearing at 6:35 

 
GUEST: Ed Nizalowski- Director of Newark Valley Historical Society- Nizalowski gave a report of financials 

and events surrounding the Bement Billings Farmstead. Some events such as Fred’s Frolic, Bluebell 
Day, Shady Strong, Depot Fridays, Applefest and House Tours, for the community and school 
children alike, have kept the society busy. The Farmstead has had some recent upgrades due to 
grant funds and the hard work of members of the community.  

 
 
MINUTES: Approved as presented for the month of August 2024, with a motion by Trustee Mooney, seconded 

by Trustee Wandell.   
FINANCIAL  
REPORT:  Report was read and will be attached.  
 
 
WORK IN PROGRESS: 

• Pipe Locator- Resolution attached- The current pipe locator is not performing its function successfully 
anymore and has been in use for the last 30 years. The quotation from Eastcom for a new pipe locator 
is on state bid and the training is at no additional cost. The local dealer is in Syracuse and there are 
multiple uses for this equipment that can be further developed in the future. This machine has the 
option to add additional features that are not being explored at this time but may be useful in the 
future. The quote is from the only seller on state bid with local help. 

 

• Village Sign- No update 
 

• LCRI (Lead Copper Rule Improvements)- 298 of 436 water service lines listed have been completed. 
Phone calls have been made and letters have been sent to encourage resident participation in 
information gathering. We need to submit the report by October 16, 2024. After we turn in the report, 
we will have 1 month to contact any residences with unknown pipe materials. The believed purpose 
of this entire EPA project is to eventually get all lead out of the public water systems. A resident asked 
if there were any issues with galvanized pipe and it was explained that galvanized pipe itself was not 
a problem unless there was lead anywhere on the waterline prior to it. This is an issue because the 
lead particles will stick to the galvanized pipe further down the line and remain in the water line even 
if the lead piping itself was removed. The only exclusion to this was if there was a lead gooseneck on 
the pipe. It is believed that the way in which water samples are taken and where they are taken will 
be dictated by this pipe inventory information in the future.  



• Office Walkway- The walkway is to be torn up, tanks moved and relined by Scott Smith & Son, ditch 
filled, and concrete poured.  

• Strategic Plan- Tioga County Planning has offered to assist with a grant application for a Strategic Plan 
Feasibility study. If approved, the grant will pay for 50% of a Strategic Plan Feasibility study.  

• Complete Streets- No update.  

• ARPA Funds – Bob Green has finalized on the truck color and the Village should have the truck by the 
end of September.   

BILLS: Presented. Approved in the amount of $12,246.00 from abstract number 28-25 through 31-25, with 
a Motion by Trustee Mooney, seconded by Trustee Giblin. 

 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
 

RESOLUTION #30-25 To Approve Variance Request (Copy attached) – adopted with a motion by Trustee 
Mooney, seconded by Trustee Giblin.  Roll call vote. Giblin, Mooney, Sack, 
Tornatore, Wandell -Yes. 0 - No.  

 
RESOLUTION #31-25 To Purchase a Pipe Locator (Copy attached) – adopted with a motion by Trustee 

Wandell, seconded by Trustee Sack.  Roll call vote. Giblin, Mooney, Sack, Tornatore, 
Wandell -Yes. 0 - No 

 
RESOLUTION #32-25 To Apply for a Strategic Plan Feasibility Grant (Copy attached) – adopted with a 

motion by Trustee Mooney, seconded by Trustee Giblin.  Roll call vote. Giblin, 
Mooney, Sack, Tornatore, Wandell -Yes. 0 - No.  

 
 
 

REPORTS:  
 

• Code- 2 fire inspections have been done and have talked with the attorney about a matter on Rewey Ave. 

• Public Works – DPW Report attached. Not sure on amount of time walkway project will take. 

• Mayor- TOI strategic plan.  

• Parks- Basketball court needs to be patched. 

• Youth- Wrap up meeting for program is to be scheduled for Oct-Nov.  

• Library- In the process of doing a full 990 form. Progress is being made. 

• Police- Need to set up coverage for Halloween.  

• School District- First phase of the capital project is done: lights, fencing, repaired parking lots 

• Personnel- Trustee Mooney gave a shout out to Matt and Pam for going above and beyond in their duties. He also 
commented that Bill Stell was a good hire for Code. 

 



Guests:  A resident complimented DPW on their brush pick up. It was asked if the office closure between 1:30 

and 2:30 was to be permanent and it was affirmed that it would be. There was discussion on taking 

down dead trees at the Trout Ponds when the ground froze to preserve the lawn while doing so. It 

was suggested that DPW needs caution triangles for their tractors. The article in the Pennysaver was 

discussed and it was explained that the Village is the administrator for the Restore NY Grant and that 

this makes us the pass though administrator in the process. The village has no obligation to money 

used by this grant, just administrative hours. Another resident wanted us to be aware that he believes 

there are upgrades that will be needed for the water system and that the target standards of allowable 

amounts of different things in the water will be lowering. Supervisor Seamans noted that it was our 

first year doing the long test for PFAS. 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:08pm   Motion: Trustee Mooney  Seconded: Trustee Wandell 

 
Trisha Thomas 
Deputy Clerk/Treasurer 


