
Regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Newark Valley was held Tuesday evening May 14, 2024, at 
6:30 PM in the Noble Room of the Municipal Building at 9 Park Street, Newark Valley.  
 
PRESENT:  Mayor    James Tornatore  

Trustees   Ken Giblin 
Joe Mooney  
Katie Sack 
Jackie Wandell 

 Clerk/Treasurer   Pam Benthin  
 

PUBLIC HEARING: Opened @6:31 pm  
 Megan Schnabel from Tioga County ED&P:  

The Restore NY Grant Application was put together for the properties at 10, 14-16, Whig Street in 
the Village. Resident asked what the project will cost. The application is requesting a grant of 
$732,420 for restoration of these buildings. A Resident asked how much the project will cost the 
Village. The grant is 90% reimbursable and will cost the Village nothing, except time. The multi-
family unit on Main Street will not be part of the application or project. 10 Whig Street is to be made 
into apartments and 14-16 Whig Street is slated to have a commercial business on the first floor and 
either another business on the second or apartments. The selection process takes place at the state 
level and there is no limit to the number of times someone can apply. Resident asked what if project 
is not completed in a year. If their application is approved, then they have five years to finish the 
project.  He also asked will there be reimbursement draws. This project must be fully completed 
prior to any reimbursement. The public hearing was adjourned at 6:45 pm. 

TRUSTEE 
APPOINTMENT: Katie Sack is appointed as the newest Trustee. She will finish out Trustee Kasmarcik’ s term, ending 

in April 2026. 
 

GUEST: Shawn Lanning with Pro-Housing Communities Program: 
 The Pro-Housing Communities Program is a state directive that focuses on the need for affordable 

residential housing in the area. Established in September 2023, this program is looking for applicants 
and letters of intent from interested municipalities. Applicants are limited to the grants in the 
presentation (see attached PowerPoint slides) and can get help with filling out forms from the State. 
This presentation was met with questions from the board and residents about bringing in business 
along with the housing. It was answered that there is funding available for people to use but 
property owners need to take the initiative and participate in the programs to fully benefit from 
them.  

 
MINUTES: Approved as presented for the month of April 2024, with a motion by Deputy Mayor Mooney, 

seconded by Trustee Wandell.      
 
FINANCIAL  
REPORT:  Approved as submitted for April 2024. Resident question about tax levy was answered. 
  
 
 
WORK IN PROGRESS: 
 

• Speed Study- NYS DOT will be doing a speed study on Rt. 38. This is to investigate the matter of 
decreasing the speed limit on the section of Rt. 38 that runs through the Village of Newark Valley. 

• Hazard Mitigation-   The plans have been established and reviewed in an effort to be prepared for 
potential hazardous situations. See attached resolution.   



• LCRI (Lead Copper Rule Improvements)- Sixty percent of the information needed has been inputted 
into the inventory at this point. We have sent out reminders in the May Newsletter and are making 
appointments to get more results. We will eventually be calling residents to make appointments and 
for information if we do not get it prior to this next step. 

• PFAS Class Action Suit- PFAS is a chemical previously used in firefighting foam and some household 
products. It is no longer used but three years ago a class action suit was filed. We annually test to 
make sure this chemical is not in our water system.  

• ARPA Funds – Contacted Bob Green on May 10th and we confirmed that we have an order for a new 
DPW truck, but that Ram has not started manufacturing it yet. Our possible options are to order a 
similar truck that is already available, or to leave our current order with the company but open bidding 
to see if we can get the truck more readily. 

 
BILLS: Presented. Approved in the amount of $30,652.37 from abstract number 07-25 through 13-25, with 

a Motion by Trustee Wandell, seconded by Deputy Mayor Mooney. 
 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
 

RESOLUTION #16-25 Speed Study (Copy attached) – adopted with a motion by Mooney, seconded by 
Giblin.  Roll call vote. Giblin, Mooney, Sack, Tornatore, Wandell -Yes. 0 - No. 

 
RESOLUTION #17-25 Adopting the Tioga County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 2024 

(Copy attached) – adopted with a motion by Wandell, seconded by Mooney.  Roll 
call vote. Giblin, Mooney, Sack, Tornatore, Wandell -Yes. 0 - No. 

 
RESOLUTION #18-25 To Apply For Restore NY Grant Funds (Copy attached) – adopted with a motion by 

Mooney, seconded by Giblin.  Roll call vote. Giblin, Mooney, Sack, Tornatore, 
Wandell -Yes. 0 - No. 

 
REPORTS:  
 

• Code –Martin Jerzak has declined the offer to work for the village on a permanent basis. He is willing to work on 
an as needed basis until we can find a new code enforcement officer. He will be paid hourly and for mileage. He 
is also reaching out to other code enforcement officers to see if anyone would be interested in taking the position.  

• Public Works – DPW was commended on how good the Trout Ponds looks. 

• Clerk – The office will be closed in the afternoon on June 12th for CFA Training. July 18th will be a Touch a Truck 
Event at the Trout Ponds from 4-6 pm. The Library is working to see if they can collaborate on this. Our LED 
Outfitter came with sample lights and they look good, so they will begin replacing the lights in the well houses, 
DPW Barn, and the Municipal Building in a few months. June 19th there will be an ice cream social on the Village 
Green hosted by the Chamber of Commerce. Trustee Mooney and Trustee Giblin have volunteered to audit the 
Village’s revenues for the past year. Our annual audit is the week of June 10th.  

• Mayor- The Mayor has been trying to bring attention to the Village of Newark Valley and invite members of 
government to come and enjoy our village. There is no update on Hope cemetery.   

• Parks- Possible future collaboration with the school to restore the back ballfield at the Trout Ponds. It would be a 
volunteer venture with the use of DPW and school equipment (mostly school equipment). A possible volunteer 



day for this project was mentioned. The board didn’t have a problem with the idea, but it is also in its very 
beginning stages. 

• Youth- Kick-off meeting to be scheduled soon for Joint Youth. 

• Library- The Library applied for the extension to fill out the full 990 and has until November 15th. A member of the 
community will be assisting with this. 

• School Districts- The strategy meeting was successful.  

COMMENTS/CONCERNS: 

A Resident suggested charging garbage by the bag, not just a flat rate for two cans. It was explained that the Village 

charges in a way so that we can recoup enough funds to pay Taylor for their services. It was also expressed that by the 

bag would be an inefficient model. Residents questioned the process and criteria for choosing the new Trustee and it 

was mentioned that the Trustee should be voted in by the Village, but it is appointment at the discretion of the Mayor 

when a position is vacated and needs filled before an election. 

 

Motion by Trustee Wandell, seconded by Deputy Mayor Mooney to adjourn at 8:20 pm. Carried 

 
Trisha Thomas 
Deputy Clerk/Treasurer 


