***VILLAGE NEWSLETTER***

NEWSLETTER OF THE VILLAGE OF NEWARK VALLEY

JANUARY 2008

MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR: 

Hi, everyone.  The village wishes to congratulate and thank the volunteers for the wonderful Second Annual Holiday Magic events that took place Saturday, December 15th.  The Village Municipal Building, the NV Historical Society Depot, the NV Library, the Holiday Marketplace at the Masonic Temple, first floor, the Village Green, the live Nativity Scene and the businesses created an atmosphere of a joyful Chanukah and Christmas season.  I believe Sylvia Reigel, Karen Strope, Leslie Inderwies, Bonnie Sisco, Marcia Kiechle, Ethel Curkendall, Ray Shaver, Dianna Schaffer, Chris Leach, Kathy Amato, Pastor David Heckman, Santa Claus, Nick Canizio, Debbie and Dave Richards are thinking of next year’s event.  This group of volunteers and those not listed and business owners continue to improve the charm and uniqueness of our Village and Town.  

 

In the near future, each home and business owner utilizing Newark Valley water will receive a letter briefly describing recommendation upgrades to the system impacting village and outside the village.  The village did initiate a capital fund for our aging infrastructure.  We will speak to the issues concerning reservoirs, piping, water pressure and the necessary steps for continuing service to you.  The system has served us for a bit over one hundred years and we wish to continue that for the next hundred years.  We will soon begin a number of public meetings, which I hope many of you will attend, ask questions and receive answers from me and your trustees and the engineers.  I will make myself available to church groups and neighborhood groups, as examples, for informative meetings to explain the program for those who cannot to attend the public meetings.  I have mentioned in past letters of the eventuality of a bond issue for our system and the time is drawing near.  Your trustees are allowing your Mayor to begin the process of bonding for eventual voter approval. I will be investigating SEQR or environmental requirements, Bonding Legal Counsel and Financial Advisors, which is normal procedure before going to public vote. Your complete Board will proceed cautiously; understanding we are hired by you to do the right thing and we will do that.  

 

Winter in the valley only means it is three months until spring but in the meantime please maintain your sidewalks so the area is safe for walkers and yourself.  I was raised in the North Country with much need for snowplows.  Nature placed the snow on the roads and the plows transferred some of that snow to our driveway and sidewalks.  I guess we learn much patience when we transfer that snow on our sidewalk to keep everyone safe.  I have had, and will continue to have, meetings with taxpayers and residents who may not agree with standards and correspondence from our code enforcement officer.  I wish you to know that your Mayor backs the enforcement of codes when they make sense for the common good of us all.  Please make sure you tell me when you do not believe that is happening and I will listen.

 

Your trustees have received the preliminary budget draft for the next fiscal year and I have asked that they review and develop questions for me and the Village Clerk and the Village Public Works Supervisor.  Some of your trustees are meeting with the office and public works staff to get to the bottom line and that is what we all expect of one another.  The public meeting for general, water and solid waste budget adoption is set for January 29th but I believe much discussion will take place before that time.  

 

Please communicate your thoughts and ideas to me by our web page www.villageofnewarkvalley.com or ask the Village Office to leave a message for me and I will always respond.  My full time job keeps me away from my home during the days but I am assessable to you most evenings.  

 

We begin a new year and I wish you well.

 

Best Regards, 

Jim Tornatore

Mayor, Newark Valley Village

vonvmayor@stny.rr.com
www.villageofnewarkvalley.com
607.642.8686

CLERKS REPORT:


BILLINGS: Taxes go out on March 1st. Water bills are sent out semi-annually; May 15th and November 15th, and Solid Waste bills go out quarterly; December 1st, March 1st, June 1st, and September 1st. If you do not receive your bill for some reason (didn’t receive it, lost in the mail, etc.) you are still responsible for it. You may call the Office at 642-8686 at any time to check on the amount due. You have 30 days to pay any bill without penalty.

We are often asked to reduce or remove penalties from our billing, or accept partial payments. Taxes can be accepted in the correct amount only and the office staff does not have the authority to reduce or remove any penalties without board authorization unless it was erroneously placed on the bill. 

Our office hours are Mondays: 10 AM to 7 PM, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 10 AM to 3 PM, closed Fridays. Don’t forget we have a drop box if these hours are inconvenient.  Board Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each month at 7PM in the Noble Room. Village elections will be held on March 18th. Two Trustee positions will be open for (4) four-year terms. The polls are open from noon until 9:00 PM in the Noble Room, located in the Municipal Building, 9 Park Street.

***CURRENT UTILITY RATES***
        ****SOLID WASTE**** 

Regular  $45.00  ($40 plus $5 Cap Chg.)

Senior (65 & older)  

               $36.00  ($31 plus $5 Cap Chg.)      

     Entitles you to two cans per week


Tags Only (per can)
       $3.00 each

plus $5.00 per qtr. Capital Charge

*********************************
            NO NYS SALES TAX

  BE SURE TO COMPARE RATES!

*********************************

           ****WATER****  

Village residents:

$ 54.00, first 1000 Cubic Ft. (minimum), 

$ .0328 each additional cu. Ft. 

Capital Charge 

$ 28.50, first 1000 Cubic Ft (minimum),

$ .0014 each additional cu. Ft. 

Town residents:

$ 64.80, first 1000 Cubic Ft (minimum), $ .03936 each additional  cu. Ft. 

Capital Charge        

$ 34.20 first 1000 Cubic Ft (minimum),

 $.00168 each additional cu. Ft. 

There is a capital charge for every property, water use or not. This is to improve our water system, and any property that benefits and enhances the value of the property (including vacant properties) will be charged the Capital Charge, even if the water is off.

********************************

The Town of Newark Valley Assessor will be starting a town wide data collection in January of 2008.  The purpose of this project will be to collect missing inventory and to correct any errors in the existing data.  The Assessor will be beginning the project in the village.  Inventory collection will consist of the exterior dimensions of all buildings on the property and a brief description of the interior of the house, ie: number of bedrooms and bathrooms, year built of the buildings, and the type of heat used.  Please direct any questions to the Town Assessor at 642-8666.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!




Mertie Pozzi

There are always openings on our boards, committees, and ad hoc committees. Any resident interested in serving on any of these boards please call the Village office. Volunteers are always needed and appreciated.

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:

 I have been receiving phone calls about the truck that picks the recyclables on Friday mornings.  They have been leaving a large mess all over the village streets. The Village Department of Public Works (DPW) picks the garbage on Mondays and takes care to leave the streets as clean as possible because we live here too. The service for recycling is provided by Tioga County and is done by Southern Tier Recyclers. The phone numbers to report any problems is: Southern Tier Recyclers at 687-6710 and I would also recommend reporting the problem to Tioga County at 565-8130 or 1-800-927-2323 as they supply the service. 

As I already stated, we pick up the garbage on Mondays unless it is a federal holiday.  Recyclables must be separated from your waste according to the Mandatory Source Separation law of August 1992.  Do to complaints from our weigh station regarding excessive recyclables, we are beginning to tag and leave garbage that contains recyclables.  We do ask that all cans be 32 gallons size, less then 60 lbs., and have a top on it to help keep the ice from building up in them.  If ice builds up in it, please turn it up side down and remove the ice. With winter here, we all need to clear a spot between the road and sidewalk to place the cans.  Do not place them on the sidewalk if there is a snow bank in the way; the DPW is not going to climb over the bank.

The village water system has started to go through many upgrades.  We had a company do tests to locate leaks and 14 were located and repaired.  The fire hydrants have been flushed and repaired, as necessary, with 2 more needing repairs done.  The village purchased a new generator to run the well if long power outages occur. We still have a long list of upgrades to complete, but be assured that the DPW is going to continue to work on as many as possible.      

Now that winter has arrived, remember that all cars need to be off village streets from 12 AM to 6 AM to allow for plowing.  Also, please remember to keep the fire hydrants as clear as possible.  The DPW will clear them as soon after a storm as possible but YOUR help is greatly appreciated.  The sidewalks are important to keep clean so people don’t have to walk in the streets. 

Christmas tree pick up will be on January 15th, 2008.  They must be out at the roadside by 6 AM.  

The DPW employees wish all a Happy New Year and a safe holiday season.

                                      Bill Foster              

CODE ENFORCEMENT 

With winter here, the issue of snow removal on sidewalks has arisen and this office has had numerous complaints.  It is important that all sidewalks, regardless of the condition of them, be kept clean and free of snow and ice.  We will be keeping an eye out and addressing the issue, as needed.  

In regards to the building that I rent:  I do not own the building, but rent.  Rest assured, we are addressing all code enforcement issues with the owner, as we would anyone else who is in violation.

Sidewalks:  The issue of sidewalk repair and maintenance will be addressed in the spring.  The sidewalk committee gave the board of trustees and the mayor their findings and recommendations on the issue of future sidewalks where none exist and this will also be addressed by springtime.

As always, if you have any questions or complaints, comments or ideas, please feel free to contact me at 642-9900. 

Have a Happy New Year!

 

William C. Swagler
TAPPAN SPAULDING LIBRARY
This year has been a very busy one with the addition plans underway, one of our best book sales ever, the story hour going full tilt, the summer reading program being a great success, and many people helping with donations to the building and computer fund.  We now have enough money for two of the six computers that we will need.  Please remember the library when making donations in honor of someone special or in memory of a loved one.

The library won a new DVD and CD browser from Gaylord.  This will give us added space for new DVDs and books on CD but take up less floor space.  The cabinet is valued at $1,750.00 and should be delivered soon.  We just received a grant for $550.00 to use for family oriented books on CD.  This will enable us to add to our collection of books that everyone young and old can borrow and enjoy.  If any one has a suggestion for titles we could purchase, please let me know.  

Donations made in memory of Dr. Edwin Clement totaled $2,135.00 and will be used toward the lift in the new addition.  We will all miss Doc. Clement very much.  He took such great care of many beloved pets and farm animals.  Our thoughts and prayers are with his family.  

Elizabeth Stieglitz was the highest bidder on the painting "light on the ponds" by Carrie Dru Tornatore.  Thank you for your kind donation.  This money will also go toward the building fund.

We are now having story hour every other Saturday from 10:00-11:00.  Please check the front door for the next date.  I would like to thank all who help to make the story hour so much fun for the children.  These children are the readers of tomorrow. 

We have handmade bookmarks for sale in many colors and patterns.  These make great gifts for a student who did well on a test or report card or just a little something for someone who helped you out or just to tell someone you are thinking about them.

The staff and board of trustees would like to wish everyone a happy and prosperous New Year.    




LuAnn Whirl

PRESERVATION PLANNING GROUP

The Preservation Planning Group, (PPG) announced that the Tappan Spaulding Memorial Library and the Newark Valley Municipal Building have been placed on the State and National Register of Historic Buildings. This will help the Village Board with efforts to preserve the buildings.  Crawford and Stearns Preservation Architects have surveyed the buildings, and were funded by NYSCA and local contributions.

 
Local residents have indicated through the Village's Strategic Plan that they value the preservation of local historic architecture, which may lead to future
economic development and tourism for the area.

The PPG invites residents to join the group by calling the new Chairman, Dorothy Torrey, 687-1839.
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