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MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR
Hello everyone,  

My comments for this paragraph will address your water system and updates since the last newsletter.  Your village trustees approved Municipal Solutions as the financial consulting company and Hunt Engineering as the vendors of record for the upcoming water project proposal.  The design phase will begin soon along with the April’s Public Information Meetings beginning at 6:30 PM on Tuesday April 22, Tuesday April 29 and Wednesday, April 30th at the Nathan T. Hall Elementary School Cafeteria on Whig Street.  Please plan on attending one or all of these meetings, as your input is essential for us to progress with the project. As you may be aware, the water system currently does extend beyond our village limits and does provide water to town residents on Howard Hill, Shirley, and Tappan Road and Rock Street. The projection and cost estimate presentations for the April meetings will be for village residents and will not include cost estimates and plans for town residents. Your village board has met and will continue to meet with town residents concerning the cost implications going forward. With any project, specific legalities and due diligence applies and your mayor and board of trustees will be cognizant of those stipulations for in-village and outside-village costs. In past years, it may have been practical for a water district for those in the town using village water, but no one chose to act on those essential legalities. We are now striving toward a sensible, workable, and legal solution assuring every family and business that eventual project fees will continue to be fair to everyone.  We will soon begin awarding approval for bond counsel as an additional phase of this project. Lastly, I do wish to commend the Water Rate Committee and their diligence in seeing this matter from the beginning stages to where we are at now. Three years ago, no one believed this committee approach but just watch.  More later, but please attend the meetings, ask questions, get answers, and to become more knowledgeable of the project so that you may make an informed vote.  

Many ideas and projects are evident in your village. The Tappan-Spaulding Library Board of Directors, librarian and construction committee are progressing with grant approvals, fundraising and other efforts to make handicapped accessibility a reality. The Preservation Planning Group has met and will meet again with your village board to develop improvements and necessary projects for the Municipal Building.  I made a comment two years ago that “The Crawford-Stearns plans for your Library and Municipal Building will not sit on a shelf and collect dust”.  My comments are holding to fact and we appreciate the bold leadership of the Preservation Planning Group and the Library Board of Directors.  A bit ago your village board decided the Municipal Building continues to be a valuable and wonderful piece of history.  The Postal Service, Village Municipal Offices, Berkshire Emergency Ambulance Service, Newark Valley Historical Society, Boy Scouts, Northern Tioga County Youth League, and TOPS occupy the old school.  Secondly, the following agencies utilize the Rollin Noble Room for their meetings: Newark Valley Chamber of Commerce, Tillers & Toilers, Bus Drivers Association, Nick Wilson Memorial Park Committee, Tioga County Youth Soccer League, and Preservation Planning Group, along with Congressman Acura’s Office.

I wish to share with everyone our enjoyment with the social and seasonal events here in your village.  Holiday Magic in December at the Historical Society Depot and Village Municipal Building and the Village Green was truly magical and magnificent.  The Spring Fling on the Village Green and at the Historical Society Depot, the tractor drawn wagon, the Easter Bunny and egg hunt, the ethnic egg coloring does bring a constant positive for this fine Village and the people who live here. I believe this summer’s Newark Valley Days will be a formidable task and a great success.  Thanks to those leaders who participate and work so hard for the benefit of us all.  

Your mayor always wishes to be accessible even though my full time employment is not here in the village.  You may reach me at our website www.villageofnewarkvalley.com or via e-mail at vonmayor@stny.rr.com at your convenience.  

  

Take care, 

Jim Tornatore

Mayor, Newark Valley Village

  

CLERKS REPORT
April is here and the flowers should be out soon. March first brings in our new fiscal year. Along with that come tax collection, elections, and the organizational meeting.

Tax Collections - We are in the process of collecting taxes from March 1st through October 31st, at which time any unpaid taxes are returned to the county. Taxes must be accepted in the correct amount only. If you are not sure how much you owe, please call the office at 642-8686 to get the amount. This may prevent further penalties for you.

Office hours are Monday, 10:00 AM to 7:00 PM, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM. 

Village Elections were held on March 18, 2008. Lori DeHaas will remain on the board while Fred Blee steps in as our new trustee. Congratulations to both of you! Thank you to Sylvia Riegel for her time spent on the board.

The Village of Newark Valley Organizational Meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 8th in the Noble Room, Municipal Building at 7 PM. All monthly meetings are held on the Second Tuesday of each month beginning at 7:00 PM.  Everyone is encouraged to attend. What better way to keep abreast of changes, and upcoming events? There is a portion of time at the beginning of meetings that residents can ask questions, speak of concerns, etc. Don’t just come with your complaints, ask questions! Many complaints come from misunderstanding or just not knowing the reason. You would be amazed to see how informative and interesting these meeting can be. It is very important to be a part of the process so your thoughts are contributed as well as others. Your input can mean a change so get involved!  If we only have the same few people attend each month we are not getting the thoughts of village residents as a whole. Take an interest in the well-being of the village and become be a part of the process by attending each month and find out how active the board can be. 

There are always openings on our boards, committees, and ad hoc committees. Any resident interested in serving on any of these boards please call the village office. Volunteers are always needed and appreciated.

Solid Waste - Tenants are now able to take advantage of using the Village of Newark Valley Garbage service. Costs are listed below:

Regular

$45.00
        ($40.00 plus $5.00 Cap. Chg.)

Senior (65 & older)
  36.00         ($31.00 plus $5.00 Cap. Chg.)

Entitle you to two cans per week
 Tags Only  (per can) $ 3.00 ea.    

(Plus $ 5.00 per qtr. Cap. Chg.)

                  NO TAX

Call the village office at 642-8686 to sign up for services.

Trout Ponds Deposits – Please remember to pick up your deposit paid for the use of the Trout Ponds unless you would like to donate it to the Trout Pond Fund. Last year we created a policy requiring a refundable deposit for the use of the Trout Ponds. Due to the fact that we had several deposits left and not picked up we have created an extension to that policy beginning in 2008. It is as follows: Any deposits not picked up within 30 days after the date of use of the Trout Ponds Park will now become a donation to the Trout Pond Fund.

Have a safe and enjoyable summer!!!!!
Mertie Pozzi

New Business – Touch of the Past, 12 South Main Street.

TROUT PONDS & VANDALISM Lately we have had vandalism at the Trout Ponds Park. We strive to keep the park looking nice and we have had, twice within a week, graffiti on the bathrooms and the dugouts. We believe they are using cans of spray paint. Each time the park is vandalized it cost the village taxpayers additional money. With that being said, if anyone has any information, or becomes suspicious, please call the village office at 642-8686. Information will be keep confidential! 

CLEANUP & BRUSH AND LEAVES

Cleanup days        May 1st  -- 3rd
May 1st is Senior Citizen’s day. Please call DPW at 642-8700. You must be at least 65 years of age, and you must call before April 28th.   May 2nd  & 3rd, you can bring things to be disposed of to the Town Barn between the hours of 7:00 AM and 3:00 PM. 

Brush 


Leaves

April 8 

April 9

May 6 


May 7

June 10 

June 11

July 8 


July 9

August 12 

August 13

October 7 

October 8

November 4 

November 5

Remember the leaves need to be in paper recyclable bags only.                          
Brush cannot be any longer than 6 ft. in length, or 6 in. in diameter and bundled.

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT

The village DPW wants to thank all the village residents for their cooperation in removing their vehicles from the roads so we could clear the roads as quickly as possible during this long winter. The winter brought a lot of snow, freezing rain and ice that made far more potholes than usual. We were able to fill potholes on a regular schedule as long as the storms gave us time to. Now that spring is here and the robins have returned, we can turn our energy to repairing roads and other village projects. We plan on resurfacing Whig Street and replacing hydrants and gate valves this spring. Also in the works is a walking bridge on the north end of the trout pond park.

The village residents also have managed to recycle more which saves on tipping fees and will help offset the cost of fuel prices. We will still be tagging cans with recyclables in them and the resident will have to remove the recyclables before the cans will be taken. I know we have residents that have coal stoves in the village and we cannot take the ashes to the dump, but if you call me at 642-8700 we have a way to discard of the ashes. We will not take the ashes in the garbage. 
The water utility report has been filed

With DOH and is being included with the newsletter. If you have any questions you can call me at 642- 8700 and I will answer any questions you have or get the answer for you. With the last two storms, we had flooding on two village streets and are looking into any possible way to correct the problem or lessen the impact to the residents affected. This will take time so please be patient.

The DPW will be flushing the hydrants around the end of April and May, so if you see that the water is cloudy when you turn it on please let it run and it will clear up. If you have an outside faucet and use it, it will help keep the sediment out of your appliances. 




Thank You,




Bill Foster                                           
CODE ENFORCEMENT 

With warmer weather fast approaching, we will find ourselves outside taking care of old problems and starting new ones in our effort to make and keep our properties safe and pleasant.  

I would like to take this opportunity to remind you that many projects require a building permit and to let you know that New York State laws have changed to include many new ones that now require a permit.  I would ask that you contact me at the village office before starting any building project to ensure that you are compliant with codes, both village and   NAYS, and to avoid any glitches in your plans.  A simple phone call could make all the difference!

Also, there are changes in the law requirements for above -ground pools.  If you are planning on putting one on your property, please give me a call and I can explain to you what the new laws are and how they can affect you.

Lastly, with the warmer season comes more pedestrian traffic.  By law, each property owner is responsible for the repair and maintenance of any sidewalk on their property and this is a huge safety issue.  Until a couple of years ago, the deterioration of sidewalks had not been addressed and they are at a point of deterioration, now, that cannot be ignored any longer.  You have received letters keeping you informed of our progress on this issue and the findings of the sidewalk committee, so it should be no surprise to anyone who might be addressed this season on sidewalk repair or replacement.  

As a reminder, our Department of public works has forms for sidewalks and is free for resident use, but it will be by a first-come-first-served basis.  The earlier you contact DOW with a request for the forms, the better the chances of availability.  Code Enforcement does plan on pursuing this issue in the coming months.  

For any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at the village office at 642-8686.




William Swagler
MUSIC IN THE TROUT PONDS PARK 

Bring your lawn chairs and enjoy an evening of music in the Trout Ponds Park. These events are free. This years line up is as follows:

SLEEPYHEAD on June 21 @ PAM to

  9 PM

PLEXIGLAS on July 19 @ 7 PM to    

9 PM

BAD WEATHER BLUES on August 21 @ 7 PM to 9 PM.

These event are made possible in part with funds from New York State Council on the arts Decentralization

 Program administered locally by the Arts of the Southern Finger Lakes, and the Village of Newark Valley.   

TAPPAN-SPAULDING MEMORIAL LIBRARY

  Spring is here and many things are happening at the library. First 

Please stop in and see our gardening books we have added many to our collection.  It is always a warming thought to look at the colorful pictures and plan that new flowerbed or vegetable garden.  We even have books that have complete instructions for wood and stone structures for the yard and gardens.  Find the best way to ward off deer and other varmints. Second we have some new magazines: Family Fun, Taste of Home and Craft and Things. Come in and check them out for new ideas for home and family. Third BIG-BIG-BIG-BIG NEWS we are getting $133,690.00 from a state construction grant. This money will be used to start the addition to the library to make the building handicap accessible, more space for computers, a meeting room and a tutoring room. Stop in to see the plans and to see what you can do to help. If anyone has questions about the project please feel free to come in and ask or call. Fourth we still have prints of Carrie Tornatore picture of the Trout Ponds for sale. Come in and get one before they are gone.  We have both 8 ½" x 11" and 10 ½" x 13 ½" available. 

Fifth we are already planning the Summer Reading Program "Catch the Reading Bug". There will be bugs all over the library this summer along with lots of children. We will be signing-up students starting in June. Watch the front door for both dates for the program and Story Hour dates. We have had a great turn out for the Story Hours and welcome anyone who wants to join us.  They are Saturdays from 10:00-11:00.  Check the front door for the dates. Sixth I went to Lobby Day for Libraries at the state capitol on March 11th I was able to talk to many of our state representatives and thank them for their support and asked for continued support. The governor's proposed budget, cut $5 million dollars of support to Libraries.  The state senators and legislators both said they would fight to get it put back in the budget.  It was a very educational trip for me and showed me a little of how things are done in our capital.  I plan to go again and if anyone is interested in going with me we would be glad to have you along.  We always go in March every year. Last but not least we are celebrating our 100th Anniversary this year. Yes your public Library has been here serving the community for 100 years. If anyone has photos of the Library or activities in the Library please bring them in, we will be putting together a display for the celebration.  We did receive an old photo of inside the building during construction. It is the only one we know about but if anyone has more from old family photo albums please bring them in we can either copy them or make arrangements to return them.  Also if there is anyone who might have been a relation of the Lee Roy Tappan family let us know. Thank you to all who have made our Library a vital part of the community and have helped to keep it going now and for the future.
HEAD START INFORMATION NIGHT

Head Start of Tioga Opportunities, Inc. will host an Information Night for all prospective families and children on Wednesday, April 23, 2008 at our Candor, Waverly, Owego, and Newark Valley sites. The event will be held at our Newark Valley site, 117 Whig Street, from 5:00 – 6:00 PM.  Head Start is a preschool program for children ages 3-4 which is offered at no cost to income eligible families.  This is an opportunity for families to visit the Head Start classrooms, meet the staff, and play with the materials and equipment.  The Head Start buses will also be there so families can climb on board and see what it’s like.   Staff will be available to answer questions, assist with filling out applications, and help children enjoy their visit. For more information or an application, call Carolyn Stalker at 687-5888.
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