Regular monthly meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Newark Valley was held Tuesday evening, May 8, 2007 at 7 PM in the Municipal Building. Present were:



Mayor



James Tornatore

                        Trustees
Lori DeHaas, Sylvia Riegel, John Schaffer

Excused
John Kaufman



Clerk/Treasurer

Mertie Pozzi



Attorney


Frank Como



Guests



See Sheet

Regular meeting was called to order by the Mayor at 7:00 PM. Pledge of Allegiance. Roll Call taken.  Public Hearing was opened at 7:02 PM. Bids were open for the Demolision of 3 Maple Ave. Received one bid from Ziegler Excavation & Trucking for $6500.00 with the Village supplying the asbestos report. Discussion of concern: some demolition being done during the process of getting the asbestos report. Returned to the regular meeting at 7:20 PM. Discussion took place concerning the property owner not paying the taxes let alone the levy to such. The Village Attorney stated that the village could look at revising the code to include getting a civil judgement if not paid and it would remain on the property for 10 years. Attorney spoke about Fortuna Energy coming in and doing a vibration test on some to the village streets. If we authorize this we should put it up for bids. A resident stated that one has been done in the past on route 38. Attorney Como stated that he has had no contact with the person from Chesapeake about the drilling. Guests were given the privilege of the floor. Leslie Inderwies was wondering if the skating rink was going back on the village green next winter. It was said that it would. Judy Eldridge, President of the Tillers & Toilers sent Mr Yarrington from the mens garden club a thank you note for the planting of the tree in memory of James Baylor. It was greatly appreciated by the Tiller & Toilers, Mrs Baylor, and the Garden Club.

MINUTES:
For the minutes – minutes from February 27th will reflect that Trustee DeHaas was excused. Minutes (2 sets) were read and approved for as presented with a motion by DeHaas, seconded by Schaffer. Carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:
Discussed as presented.

BILLS:
Presented and approved in the amount of

$ 51,747.16 from abstract numbers #154 to 156 with a Motion by Schaffer, seconded by Riegel. Carried.

WORK IN PROGRESS:
Rate committee should be ready for a meeting next month, and possibly earlier. Mayor discussed the sidewalk situation. Code Enforcement officer stated that NY State property code states that the owner of the premises shall maintain the sidewalks. Code Enforcement will be enforcing sidewalks with friendly letters or discussion for informational purposes. The village has 80” of sidewalk forms that residents can use for sidewalks. Robert Stevens stated that if the village took over the sidewalks then the village would take back the liability as well. It would be transferred back to the village. Tom Evans stated that because it has been ignored for so long that is why we are in the situation we are in and so many are in need of repair. He also stated that he remembered it being the owner’s reponsiblity back in the 60’s. In 1987 the Village stopped clearing the sidewalk from snow because their machine was not capable of keeping up with it.  It was asked if we would loose some trees by uprooting them to replace sidewalks. It was announced that a committee has been set up for the sidewalk issues, and the first meeting will be held on May 10th in the Noble Room.  A packet was handed out and a list of members was read and anyone else is welcome.

Flow tests and pressures are completed on hydrants. Rents of municipal building – Trustee Reigel stated that she spoke with the clerk regarding the history of the rents, and the thought was to increase the rent 10% due to heat and utility costs. It was asked if the rents were based upon per square foot basis or what the basis for the rents was. The board asked to come back to the board next month with the rational of the charges. Discussion of the insurance for events took place. 

NEW BUSINESS:
RESOLUTION was tabled for the demolition of 3 Maple Ave

COMMITTEE REPORTS:                      
Code Enforcement – Virtue – 5 building permits, and 31 open problems or complaints. Steve McElwain has said that if any Village resident has any questions regarding State Laws he would be happy to answer any questions free of charge to any village residents.  


Public Works – Foster – Slosson Creek on the upper side is complete. Flushing of hydrants will be done next week. Banners haven’t come in yet. 

Mayor – Tornatore – Mayor read a thank you note for the fine job done by Public Works Department.







Personnel – Schaffer – No Report


Planning – DeHaas - No Report

Board of Appeals – DeHaas – No Report


Building and Grounds – Kaufman - No Report


REAP – DeHaas – Meeting tomorrow at Tioga Downs. They have hired an Executive Director.


Parks – Kaufman – No Report 


Youth – Kaufman – No Report


Library – Riegel – Good things are happening. Betty Thompson and Peggy Head are willing to help on writing the grant for the library. 


Police – Schaffer – Year to date - 108 vehicle stops, 11 complaints, 89 property checks, 1 motor vehicle accident, 2 parking tickets, and 1 arrest.


Child Portection - No Report


Attorney – Como - No Report


Clerk – Pozzi – Received justice fees of $100.00, updated personnel policies have been handed out and have received most of the acknowledgement forms back. Received $5500.00 from Litigation, and $1128.46 from FEMA for the December flooding. Postage is going up May 14th so we are trying to get the annual water reports, and water bills out before then. 

Motion by Schaffer, seconded by Riegel to adjourn at 9:45 PM. Carried.

Mertie Pozzi

Clerk-Treasurer

