Regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Newark Valley was held Tuesday evening, January 10, 2012 at 7:00 PM in the Municipal Building. Present were:


Mayor
James Tornatore


Trustees
Fred Blee, Dennis Carlin, C. Morgan Inderwies, Tom Canfield

Attorney
Frank Como

Clerk/Treasurer 
Mertie Pozzi


Account Clerk                   Kathy McCall

Guests
See Attached Sheet
Regular meeting was called to order by the Mayor at 7:02 PM.  

Public Hearing scheduled for tonight postponed to 1/24/12 due to office newspaper failing to publish the legal notice that was timely sent.  

Guests:   Elsie Carrozza; Eric Krenner, Luann Whirl        


               Ms. Carrozza’s concern was the parking in front of the post office building as drivers are not pulling into the diagonal lines, but parking parallel to the building, thereby not allowing diagonal drivers to pull out.  Ms. Carrozza suggested a “no parking this side” sign.  Trustee Blee stated Sheriff’s Dept informed of issue but patrol not around that site at all times; DPW Supervisor Foster stated sign or paint can be placed at site, but it is up to the drivers to obey.

              Mr. Krenner spoke of Farmers’ Market taking place Sundays tentatively 10 am – 2 pm

from May through October held on the Village Green; variety of vendors, music, etc to be invited.  Discussion regarding signage and what needed to be approved by Board, the use of Municipal Building restroom by vendors & public, electricity use/fee at the bandstand, vendor parking in MB back lot, and port-a-john in MB back lot.  

              Luann Whirl from the Tappan Library discussed progress made after flood damage, and

 what was pending completion.  Ms. Whirl spoke of book losses of $41,331.50 ascertained by

 using Library database, and craft supply program items losses of $6,844.00 for total $48,175.50 
sustained by the Library.  Ms. Whirl stated financial and book donations generously received.
Painting done, shelves are done, floors are in, except back storage room where carpet will be 
laid; basement will be open in approximately 2 wks and grand reopening planned. Ms. Whirl 
thanked the Village DPW and the  community volunteers for their hard work. Trustee Blee stated 
library now on Facebook, and now has website – details noted in Village newsletter. 

MINUTES:
Minutes from December 13th and 27th were read and approved as presented with a motion by Canfield, seconded by Carlin.  Carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:
Discussed as presented.     
BILLS:
Presented.  Approved in the amount of $21,085.81 from abstract number #30, 31, 32, and $6,514.49 from abstract #7 of the water project with a motion to accept by Carlin, seconded by Inderwies. Carried. 
WORK IN PROGRESS:
Water Rate Committee – Tom Evans stated committee exploring selling water and that other municipalities were surveyed and those results reviewed by committee.  Trustee Carlin asked how would any monies received be applied; Mr. Evans stated rate committee goal is to pay debt down or pay off earlier.  Mayor Tornatore stated paying down the principle quickly is a goal as interest high on the principle in the beginning of loan repayment.  Clerk Pozzi stated principle and interest paid October 2011 due to renewal.  Question from audience of wear/tear on pumps if sell water.  DPW Supervisor Foster stated 10-15 yrs wells are replaced or rebuilt, but swapping wells each day decreases timetable to about 7 years.  Speakers will be present at February 7, 2012 Rate Committee, with Village Board members present.  

Code Enforcement – Mayor Tornatore asked for a polling of the Board to give direction to CEO regarding rental property at 29-31 Main St as timeline has been surpassed regarding specific work phase.  Mayor Tornatore asked Attorney Como to discuss procedural steps involved if Village proceeded on nuisance law.  Attorney Como stated court action needed to start civil action, seek injunction to get court order to tear down, and if Village tears down, assess cost against owners via personal judgment.     Board members polled of their responses: deadlines missed, plenty of opportunities offered owners to meet goals and allow owners to revise, Board repeatedly told goals would be met but Board feels received ‘runaround’ by owners, not enough effort seen on owners’ part, and flood was probably a convenient excuse.  Mayor Tornatore polled each Board member as to desire to proceed legally: each member stated “yes.” Mayor Tornatore authorized Attorney Como to start lawsuit and let the Judge decide the merits. Attorney Como stated no guarantee Judge will say to demolish, but even if Judge says ‘no’ it is still a victory for Village as shows that 


Village takes codes seriously.  

Website Home Page – Trustee Canfield stated was able to gain website access, and will be contacting Village office to set up time to tweak as needed.  

Energy Audit – Trustee Inderwies will call NYSERTA directly.  
NEW BUSINESS: 
Special hearing scheduled for 1/24/12.  Attorney Como to follow up on changes to his handout.  
RESOLUTION #1-12  
Acceptance of Environmental Assessment Form.  (copy attached). Adopted with a motion by Canfield, seconded by Inderwies.  Roll call vote: Blee, Carlin, Inderwies, Canfield & Tornatore – YES. 0-No. Carried. 

RESOLUTION #2-12 
To Hold A Public Hearing (copy attached).  Adopted with a motion by Blee, seconded by Carlin.  Roll call vote:  Blee, Carlin, Inderwies, Canfield & Tornatore – Yes. 0-No.  Carried.                                                

RESOLUTION #3-12 
To  Hold a Public Hearing (copy attached).  Adopted with a motion by Blee, seconded by Carlin.  Roll call vote:  Blee, Carlin, Inderwies, Canfield & Tornatore – Yes. 0-No.  Carried.     

RESOLUTION #4-12
To Hold a Public Hearing (copy attached).  Adopted with a motion by Carlin, seconded by Canfield.  Roll call vote:  Blee, Carlin, Inderwies, Canfield & Tornatore – Yes.


0-No.  Carried.  
RESOLUTION #5-12
General Village Election (copy attached).  Adopted with a motion by Carlin, seconded by Inderwies.  Roll call vote:  Blee, Carlin, Inderwies, Canfield & Tornatore – Yes. 


0-No.  Carried.  

RESOLUTION #6-12
Election Inspectors.  (copy attached).  Adopted with a motion by Blee, seconded by Carlin.  Roll call vote:  Blee, Carlin, Inderwies, Canfield, & Tornatore – Yes.  0-No.  Carried.  
RESOLUTION #7-12
Approve Registrar of Vital Statistics.  Adopted with a motion by Blee, seconded by Inderwies.  Roll call vote:  Blee, Carlin, Inderwies, Canfield, & Tornatore – Yes. 


0-No.  Carried. 
RESOLUTION #8-12
Adjustment of Penalties.  (copy attached).  Adopted with a motion by Carlin, seconded by Canfield.  Roll call vote:  Blee, Carlin, Inderwies, Canfield, & Tornatore – Yes.


0-No. Carried.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS:     
Code Enforcement –
Northern Tioga Enterprises (old Ladder Factory site) fined $500.00 at Court appearance.  Attorney Como will check with NYCOM and other attorneys regarding cross indexing miscellaneous and court records regarding property to alert potential buyers of the Town Court Certificate of Conviction.  Mayor Tornatore stated general guidelines for the CEO officer is that if no local law(s) pertain to a situation, then revert to state law.

Public Works – Ballpark fence started today. Installed water meters, repaired plow and sander motor on #8, and starter on #3, repaired septic pipe in Municipal Building,  Installed sink in Municipal Building, Reinstalled wood molding in Library and replaced book racks.

Mayor – Conference call set up with Congressman Hanna’s office to talk about the project that was rejected.


Personnel – Down one staff member. 

Green Initiative – No Report.

REAP – No Report

Planning Board –  No Report. Frank is needed at the next meeting.

Board of Appeals – No Report

Building & Grounds - No report.


Parks/Youth –  NTYL meeting this Sunday. They will call United Way. Renting space on billboard on route 38.

Village Business Association – No Report

Library – see above 

Police –  No loss in coverage, no raise in costs per Trustee Blee per e-mailed received from Sheriff’s Dept.

Clerk – Music in the Park received $1630 grant. Tracey’s last day is tomorrow. Using vacation time for Thursday and Friday. Newsletters going out on Friday.                  

Town Historical Society – Trustee Canfield liaison.                                                               Attorney – No court tomorrow.
CORRESPONDENCES:                    Thank you notes regarding donations received in memory of passed relatives; student letter read regarding composting.
    NO Executive Session needed per Mayor Tornatore.

 Motion by Inderwies, second by Blee to adjourn at 9:55 PM.  Carried.  

Kathy McCall

   Account Clerk Typist 

