Regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Newark Valley was held Tuesday evening, June 8, 2010 at 7:00 PM in the Municipal Building. Present were:


Mayor
James Tornatore

Trustees
Lori DeHaas, Dennis Carlin, C. Morgan Inderwies
Excused
Fred Blee 


Deputy Clerk/Treasurer
Tracey Cucci

Attorney
Frank Como


Guests
See Attached Sheet
Regular meeting was called to order by the Mayor at 7:05 PM.  Entered into Public hearing at 7:05 PM. Discussion and review of engineering report on property at 28 Rewey, deemed unsafe.  Board  accepts report from Hung Engineers.  Attorney Como read list of work needed to be done or remove building.  Notice advertised and to owner, who has 30 days to make repairs or be demolished.  Mayor discussed process to be followed, and asked for questions from Board and community.  Question of necessity of going through process if certified notices already sent to owner.  Attorney Como stated necessary to respond to this specific notice.  If building demolished, question of reimbursement, unknown at this time but deemed unsafe and is our priority now to make safe or demolish.

Mayor also discussed Village considering beginning funding for repairs to Municipal Building which needs to be discussed in the public hearing and recorded in the minutes for application submission to Rural Development.  Money has been set aside for rehabilitation to Municipal Building with two priorities of repair of brick and drainage.  Plan in progress to apply for funds.  Village has hired Municipal Solutions for grant application.  This will not have any bearing on tax rate, and no additional amounts in budget for this project.  Building Condition Report prepared 3-4 years ago by Crawford & Stearns documenting priorities.   Public Hearing closed at 7:16 PM.
Guests:  Jim Callahan discussed right-of-way and deed for land originally granted to Village for use of water tower, sold for $1 with easement until used as public highway; he stated easement should be brought to bidders’ attention.  Thomas Grant questioned how the Board was proceeding tonight now that legal counsel is present.  Mayor reviewed history of property, land of no use to Village any longer. State Law states that municipalities should not hang onto assets that have no value to community. Possibility exists to sell asset, interested by parties to do that.  Attorney Como reviewed deed, does not contain right of revert, still Village property.  Recommendation to Board to set up public hearing and auction off property to highest bidder.  Previous board stated that property never be sold, question of need for public hearing to change that; Attorney stated present board not bound by previous resolution unless stated in deed; easement stays until such time as becomes a public highway per deed.  Jim Callahan requested next owner be made aware; if put up for sale, deed will be shown to reflect easement. Mayor requested board approval for public hearing for sale; Attorney stated sale subject to permissive referendum, will be quit claim deed. Board approved public hearing, no survey will be done by Village.   Public Hearing at July 13th meeting, to be advertised by Clerk.  
Virginia Wood discussed EPF grant through state and how to match USDA grant and village savings, and possibility of using EPF grant funds for other projects.  Mayor discussed issue of state funds reducing amount of federal grant, has question into Municipal Solutions, will get back to her with answers.
Julie Schanbacher discussed issue of fast drivers on Watson Avenue, speed limit is 35 mph but is short street with young children, questioned process of getting speed limit reduced; Board can pass laws to decrease speed on village owned streets and is concerned with other streets; Village to post signage not issue for, but enforcement is; Board will look seriously at the issue and will be put on Work In Progress. 
MINUTES:
Minutes were read and approved as presented from May 11, 2010 with a motion by DeHaas, seconded by Carlin. Carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:
Discussed as presented.

BILLS:
Presented in the amount of $37,229.21 from abstract numbers 257 and 258, with a Motion by Carlin, seconded by DeHaas. Carried.

WORK IN PROGRESS:
Water Rate Committee – Bids were opened on water distribution project at bid opening at 3:15 pm today.  Bob Stevens had conversation with Ed Goodrich about extending water mains to Truck Stop.  This is one-time offer as money not available later; if owner does not do now, suggestion of getting that in writing.  Tim Steed presented results from bid opening; 10 potential bidders, received 6 bids, very competitive bids.  Bid summary reviewed with discussion of 5 alternates.  Alternate #1, Installation of PVC in Lieu of Ductile Iron Pipe is not recommended by engineer as iron maintains level of consistency with current piping, more operation and maintenance issues with PVC and leak detection more difficult, and for future pipe location, metal detectors can’t be used; Size of grant sufficient so price not issue in terms of savings realized by going with PVC over ductile iron; Village comfortable with ductile iron as that is all that has been used in past 100+ years and successful in terms of its longevity; water project is piece-mealing through village and rather than having ductile in some and PVC in others, makes more sense to keep water system uniform through the village;  keeping water system all the same will make it easier for DPW crews in future to be confident when digging, will know what is needed in terms of tools and what they’ll find when pipe unearthed; Rate Committee witnessed many test failures at PVC pipe factory in lab with pipe breaking not only from stock ready or being shipped but also from stock right off floor just produced; PVC pipe company sent letter of explanation and that there was no problem—not received well by rate committee members that saw problem, felt company not being truthful; Village DPW crew getting closer to retirement and feel it would be beneficial for them to train new employees on ductile iron pipe which they are familiar with.  Hunt Engineers recommends F.P.Kane Construction with bid of $1,532,900; references were checked, and have worked with them; Hunt did a cursory review of bid documents, award contingent upon attorney and USDA approval.  Hunt will provide to attorney and USDA.

Municipal Building Projects – In funding process, looking good.

Pictures on Website – No progress.

Village Financial Audit – Audit week of June 28th.

Water Civil Suit – Attorney working on it, will have by next month..

Utility Audit – Invoices were submitted. 


Town Highway Water Bill – Tabled for a couple months.;

Cable Franchise – Sent in data, waiting for response.

Easements –
Getting maps from Tim Steed, will line up with individual easements; estimated completion by next week then have to be signed.

Judgment of unpaid water – Waiting for amortization schedule.


Joint Village/Town board meeting – Will Report as Town Board responds.


Nick Wilson Bike Park Committee – Letter sent Jennifer Malarkey, she is interested.


Use of Noble Room – Have not finalized, will have set by next month’s meeting.

IDA Agreement – Will modify to include grass mowing.

Board of Appeals – Still looking for member.


Parking in Village – Can’t talk with DOT until study completed; discussion of increasing parking at village green, bushes need to be cut back, Judy Eldridge has been spoken to; signs for Main Street are purchased and put up by State; State regulations changing size of street signs, all street signs and posts will have to be changed; mandatory all school signs have to be changed. 
   NEW BUSINESS:

RESOLUTION #34-10
Acceptance of Bid Contract Number 2 of Water Distribution Project (copy attached) adopted with a motion by DeHaas, seconded by Carlin. Roll call vote. DeHaas, Carlin, Inderwies and Tornatore – Yes. Blee – Excused. Carried.

RESOLUTION #35-10
Approving Proposal of KVS Software (copy attached) adopted with a motion by DeHaas, seconded by Carlin. Roll call vote. DeHaas, Carlin, Inderwies and Tornatore – Yes. Blee – Excused. Carried.

RESOLUTION #36-10
Contract for Actuarial Services (copy attached) adopted with a motion by Carlin, seconded by Inderwies. Roll call vote. DeHaas, Carlin, Inderwies and Tornatore – Yes. Blee – Excused. Carried.

RESOLUTION #37-10
Municipal Solutions Proposal (copy attached) adopted with a motion by Carlin, seconded by Inderwies. Roll call vote. DeHaas, Carlin, Inderwies and Tornatore – Yes. Blee – Excused. Carried.

RESOLUTION #38-10
Village Hall Rehabilitation (copy attached) adopted with a roll call vote. DeHaas, Carlin, Inderwies and Tornatore – Yes. Blee – Excused. Carried.

RESOLUTION #39-10
Bond Resolution (copy attached) adopted with a motion by DeHaas, seconded by Inderwies. Roll call vote. DeHaas, Carlin, Inderwies and Tornatore – Yes. Blee – Excused. Carried.

RESOLUTION #40-10
Acceptance of Environmental Assessment Form (copy attached) adopted with a motion by Carlin, seconded by DeHaas. Roll call vote. DeHaas, Carlin, Inderwies and Tornatore – Yes. Blee – Excused. Carried.


Business Permit – Jake’s Ice Cream – Permit application for ice cream and also office for Brush & Pallet.  Discussion of original permit for displaying cars and using office space for car dealership; CEO and Deputy Mayor DeHaas to work with owner regarding office space.  Motion to approve permit by DeHaas, seconded by Carlin. Carried.

Business Permit – Washita Valley Enterprises – Trailers transporting pipes or drilling casings; questions raised not on application, more information needed; Representative to come before Board, special meeting to be scheduled; Attorney to check to see if railroad is exempt; discussion whether Board can set times of use for traffic.  Attorney to check into it.  Bill Foster to check weight limits for roads.  Permit tabled.

Absentee Property Owners – Concern that if law passed, no further ahead, if non-compliant what is recourse; law tabled, Deputy Mayor DeHaas to meet with Attorney Como to discuss.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:     
Code Enforcement – No report.

Public Works – Water samples and Benchmark, meeting with electrician for Library quote, tree stump removal from green, brush and leaf pickup; outlets in EMS bays Trout Ponds and bandstand to GFI; read water meters; install new lights in EMS hallway; trash cleanup 22 Rewey Avenue; paint P.O. steps, railing; Water school; screen for MB office; clean/seal front MB doors; install Plexiglas in Noble Room; power wash EMS barn and doors; repair Kubota; pre-bid meeting; marked out new Park Street parking.  

Mayor – Commented to DPW that lawns in village look great.


Personnel – No report.

Green Initiative – Over to County for review.

Board of Appeals – No report.



Planning – No report.

Building & Grounds – No report.

Parks – NTYL working on batting cage installation; discussion of dugouts for back field; discussion of getting more pavilions at Trout Ponds, possibly increase cost of rental; office to research revenue.  
Youth –   Question of NTYL having cheerleading mats on landing by 2nd floor storage, ok to keep there.
Village Businesses –  Question of whether parking lot in back used by those using rooms in Municipal Building, suggestion of adding line to form requesting parking in back lot.

Library – No report.



Police –   No report.



Attorney – No report.


Clerk – No report.
Motion to adjourn at 10:09 PM by DeHaas, seconded by Carlin.  Carried.
Tracey S. Cucci

Deputy Clerk/Treasurer 

