Regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Newark Valley was held Tuesday evening, December 8, 2009 at 7:00 PM in the Municipal Building. Present were:


Mayor
James Tornatore

Trustees
Lori DeHaas, John Kaufman, Fred Blee, Dennis Carlin

Deputy Clerk/Treasurer
Tracey Cucci


Attorney
Frank Como

Guests
See Attached Sheet
Regular meeting was called to order by the Mayor at 7:00 PM.  
Public Hearing opened at 7:00 PM.  Local Law No. 02-2009 Amendment to Chapter 163-Water was read and discussed.  Public Hearing closed at 7:04 PM.
Guests:  Debbie Richards discussed Jo Dunn Day, scheduled for January 30, 2010, would like proclamation, she is 100 years old; activities being planned for Noble Room, conflict with Planning Board meeting which will be held in conference room; they would like to have food, Board approved; they will get back to Board with more details.
MINUTES:
Minutes were read and approved as presented from November 10, 2009, and November 24, 2009, with a motion by DeHaas, seconded by Blee. Carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:
Discussed as presented.

BILLS:
Presented in the amount of $28,061.33 from abstract numbers 240 and 241, and $321,687.93 from abstract numbers 2 and 3 of the Capital Water Project Fund.

WORK IN PROGRESS:
Water Rate Committee – Committee on hiatus until February/March.

Municipal Building Projects – Still waiting for news on grants; office to get in touch with Municipal Solutions to discuss looking for funding..

Pictures on Website – Meeting Thursday, pictures are picked out; Blee to work with office to get on site.

Telephone Poles – Still moving 3 poles at a time; issue raised of mess and damage to Cawley’s property. Bill Swagler to contact NYSEG about cleaning up. 

Village Financial Audit – Meeting again when closer to end of project; Clerk reviewed capital assets policy. 

Water Civil Suit – Attorney needs more information on bills, office to provide.

Landlord Law – Attorney discussed information forwarded on Elmira’s landlord law, requires landlords to designate agent if out of town, easier to enforce when violations occur; Board raised questions, suggested Planning Board review for their recommendations.


Gas Drilling – Attorney to attend oil and gas meeting, will have more information; on hold until next board meeting.

NEW BUSINESS:
Water Project Easement – Tank filled and passed leakage test; backfilling; disinfectant added, waiting for test results; solar equipment to be put in place; USDA meeting to discuss transfer from old tank to new; property owner not satisfied with agreement, USDA not willing to sign off on the cost; after lab results pass, can start transfer, consume until old reservoir depleted then transfer; increased pressure will decrease water loss. Discussion of demolition of old reservoir and what to do with cement; Phase 2: want to set up meeting to review draft documents. Continuing to progress with easement, will keep board informed, also easement for next phase; tank will be done by middle of January; discussion of schedule.  Backflow preventer discussion and recommendation made that each town property still on system sign contracts. 
RESOLUTION #66-09
Resolution to Enact Local Law #02-2009 Amendment to Chapter 163 – Water (copy attached) adopted with a motion by Blee, seconded by Kaufman. Roll call vote. DeHaas, Kaufman, Blee, Carlin and Tornatore - Yes.  Carried.

RESOLUTION #67-09
Capital Assets Policy (copy attached) adopted with a motion by DeHaas, seconded by Blee. Roll call vote. DeHaas, Kaufman, Blee, Carlin and Tornatore - Yes.  Carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:     
Code Enforcement – Question of residents paying for septic permit, County doing work, suggested waiving fee.  Fee scheduled can be changed, Clerk to prepare resolution.

Public Works – Christmas decorations up, purchased 2 new; patching Laurence, Watson, Park; marking lines for mapping for water system. Paint for garage $677.80, still have to power wash; Knapps have agreed to pay for half of paint, EMS Board approved paying remainder; complaint with last water bill for new electronic meter, profile printout provided showing usage and no leaks, discussion of charging for future for report; grant for new electronic meters denied, discussion of putting in second phase of project;  replacement of lights on green and Water Street, new school crossing sign, new lights in Noble Room; Water shut off and disconnected 350 Tappan, 786 and 814 Whig.

Mayor – No report.

Personnel – No report.



Planning – Changes in local law emailed, attorney to be copied on new emails; unlicensed vehicle on agenda for next meeting.

Board of Appeals – No report
Building & Grounds – No report.

Parks – Nike to be contacted for suggestion for ramp alteration; insurance company to look at park.
Youth – Youth meeting scheduled for the 16th.


Library – Book sale and storytelling for Holiday Magic Saturday.


Police – Met with Trevor, will have police coverage at Holiday Magic; meeting with clerk for budget; no hourly increase in rate in near future.
Attorney - No report


Clerk – Water bills out November 15th and solid waste bills December 1st; quarterly newsletter to change to the 15th to enclose meter cards; civil service submitted letters, list provided next week. Clerk and deputy out of office this week for advanced accounting class; working on budget, question of personnel salaries to be discussed in executive session.
Motion to enter into Executive Session to discuss litigation at 8:45 PM by DeHaas, seconded by Blee.  Motion to exit Executive Session and adjourn at 9:40 PM by Kaufman, seconded by Blee.  Carried.
Tracey S. Cucci

Deputy Clerk/Treasurer 

