Regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Newark Valley was held Tuesday evening, April 14, 2009 at 7:00 PM in the Municipal Building. Present were:



Mayor



James Tornatore

                        Trustees
Lori DeHaas, John Kaufman, John Schaffer, Fred Blee


Clerk/Treasurer
Mertie Pozzi
 



Deputy Clerk/Treasurer
Tracey Cucci



Attorney


Frank Como

Guests



See Attached Sheet

Regular meeting was called to order by the Mayor at 7:00 PM.  

Guests:  David Arnold read lengthy letter regarding the sign law, his refusal to remove his signs, other businesses he feels are in violation, and his FOIL request.  He reviewed in detail the counts against him and refuted each one.  He also discussed his complaints as “whistle blower” against the Code Enforcement Officer, and went into detail about the DEC involvement and his chimney’s black smoke.  Mayor inquired about FOIL issue to Clerk, who read letter that was sent to Mr. Arnold in response to his FOIL request.  Mayor requested copy of letter read by Mr. Arnold to be able to respond to all items recited.  Mr. Arnold responded it would be on YouTube.

MINUTES:
Minutes were read and approved as presented from February 10, 2009 and February 24, 2009, with a motion by Schaffer, seconded by DeHaas. Carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:
Discussed as presented.

BILLS:
Presented. Approved as presented in the amount of  $33,217.12 from abstract numbers 216, 217, 218, 219 & 220 with a Motion by DeHaas, seconded by Kaufman. Carried.

WORK IN PROGRESS:
Library Addition/Library Board – No report.

Water Rate Committee – Capital Expenditure Projects –  Scott Evans explained decisions made on tank replacement. Piping decision not made yet, Hunt suggested bidding out both ways.  Discussed meeting with Onondaga Nation.  Tim Steed from Hunt discussed advanced draft of environmental report; changes were made to report but still stamped “Draft”, waiting for SEQR.  Onondaga Nation requested cursory archaeological investigation.  Attorney Como reviewed timeframe with resolutions; At May 12th meeting, review EAF’s; if negative declaration, will file in Environmental Bulletin with copies to interested agencies; if negative declaration with conditions, will file in Bulletin and wait 30 days for another hearing; if positive declaration, will have to have more hearings. Board and Engineer reviewed SEQR question by question; issue raised of tree removal on Clinton and Rewey, answer was impact only for trees 100 years of age or more.  Declaration will be made at next meeting, May 12th.

Walking Trail/Trout Ponds – No report.


Bike Park – County is doing paving work and approved purchase of paving material at County rate; two fundraisers planned for May; shooting for paving done in May, Nike event in June.


PPG – No report. 


Pictures on Website – No report.


Village Offices – Waiting for quotes within next few weeks.


Environmental Testing – No report.


Reservoir Deed –Completed. 


NEW BUSINESS: 
Attorney Committee – Mayor discussed interview process of attorneys done periodically.


RESOLUTION #19-09
Audit of Claims (copy attached) adopted with a motion by Schaffer, seconded by Kaufman. Roll call vote. DeHaas, Kaufman, Schaffer, Blee, and Tornatore – Yes.  Carried.

RESOLUTION #20-09
Designation of Depository (copy attached) adopted with a motion by Kaufman, seconded by Schaffer. Roll call vote. DeHaas, Kaufman, Schaffer, Blee, and Tornatore – Yes.  Carried.

RESOLUTION #21-09
Schools and Conference Approval (copy attached) adopted with a motion by DeHaas, seconded by Blee. Roll call vote. DeHaas, Kaufman, Schaffer, Blee, and Tornatore – Yes.  Carried.

RESOLUTION #22-09
Official Newspapers (copy attached) adopted with a motion by Blee, seconded by Schaffer. Roll call vote. DeHaas, Kaufman, Schaffer, Blee, and Tornatore – Yes.  Carried.

RESOLUTION #23-09
Salaries of Elected Positions, Code Enforcement & Fire Marshal (copy attached) adopted with a motion by Blee, seconded by Kaufman. Roll call vote. DeHaas, Kaufman, Schaffer, Blee, and Tornatore – Yes.  Carried.

RESOLUTION #24-09
Designation as Lead Agency (copy attached) adopted with a motion by Kaufman, seconded by Schaffer. Roll call vote. DeHaas, Kaufman, Schaffer, Blee, and Tornatore – Yes.  Carried.

RESOLUTION #25-09
Board of Appeals Resolution Correction and Board of Appeals Appointment (copy attached) adopted with a motion by Blee, seconded by DeHaas. Roll call vote. DeHaas, Kaufman, Schaffer, Blee, and Tornatore – Yes.  Carried.

RESOLUTION #26-09
Rescind Resolution #18-09 (copy attached) adopted with a motion by DeHaas, seconded by Kaufman. Roll call vote. DeHaas, Kaufman, Schaffer, Blee, and Tornatore – Yes.  Carried.

RESOLUTION #27-09
To Hold a Public Hearing (copy attached) adopted with a motion by Blee, seconded by Schaffer. Roll call vote. DeHaas, Kaufman, Schaffer, Blee, and Tornatore – Yes.  Carried.

RESOLUTION #28-09
Authorize Mildred Faulkner Truman Foundation Grant (copy attached) adopted with a motion by DeHaas, seconded by Kaufman. Roll call vote. DeHaas, Kaufman, Schaffer, Blee, and Tornatore – Yes.  Carried


Business Permit – 24 Watson, Change of Ownership.


Motion by Kaufman, seconded by Blee for acceptance of business permit for Cardinal Lanes. Roll call vote. DeHaas, Kaufman, Schaffer, Blee, and Tornatore – Yes.  Carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:                     
Code Enforcement – Bill Swagler attending training.  

Letter reviewed from Northern Tioga Enterprises requesting authorization of temporary C.O.; code issues discussed; Deputy Mayor to discuss with Roy Eiklor and have answer by next board meeting.

Public Works –Road repair to be done end of May; request for broom for backhoe, have spent money repairing Town broom; Trustee Kaufman also suggested cap for truck for tool storage to cut down on trips. Bill Foster to get prices. Need to borrow Town roller, discussed borrowing one from Skip Peabody to pull on Kubota; discussion of ball field lights and camera installation; issue of water gushing through side of dam, Bill Foster suggesting patching instead of tearing out.

Mayor – No report.



Personnel – No report.



Planning – Have 2 new people, will interview, should have enough on board by next month.



Board of Appeals –Letters to be sent to Dale Larson and Tim Gwardyak regarding appointments.



Building & Grounds – No report.



REAP- No report.



Parks – Discussion of consideration of getting rid of no fishing sign at Trout Ponds.



Youth – No report.



Library – No report.



Police –. No report

Child Protection – No report.

Attorney-Code Enforcement Officer wrote up ordinance for abandoned building for review; to be sent to all board members.


Clerk –Annual water report completed and distributed with newsletter and meter cards; music in the parks schedule set; deputy clerk attended accounting class; new meter reading software training; Hold Harmless agreement completed by Leslie Inderwies, Ross McGraw’s not returned yet; audit of books (DeHaas, Blee) to be done by April 29th; Nancy Matthewson would like to purchase old meters to track their tenants usage; meters removed are not accurate, suggest buying on internet. Discussion of changing water billing period to quarterly, problem with formula not working with minimum first thousand cf. Question of when grant for remainder of meters awarded, Clerk to email.

CORRESPONDENCES:
Letter read from Rich Boldis regarding concern of replacing sidewalks with culvert ditch issues ruining them.  Ditches have been cleaned and culverts are open.  Letter read from Suburban Propane adjusting annual lease fee with $72 charge for tanks; question of whether this is per tank. Bill Foster to contact Blue Ox to see if they charge for tanks.  Letter from Tioga County Council of Governments read, Stu Yetter urging municipalities to be active in attending meeting 3rd Thursday of every month, board members questioned if they could attend.

Motion to adjourn at 9:29 p.m. by Blee, seconded by Schaffer.

Tracey S. Cucci

Deputy Clerk/Treasurer

