Regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Newark Valley was held Tuesday evening, October 14, 2008 at 7:00 PM in the Municipal Building. Present were:



Mayor



James Tornatore

                        Trustees
Lori DeHaas, John Kaufman, Fred Blee, John Schaffer 



Deputy Clerk/Treasurer
Tracey Cucci



Attorney


Frank Como



Guests



See Sheet

Regular meeting was called to order by the Mayor at 7:03 PM.  Public Hearing opened with a Motion by Schaffer, seconded by Kaufman.  Amendment to Chapter 140, Article IV Sidewalk Maintenance was read. Question was raised regarding specification of the sidewalk slope.  There was also an issue with the minimum width and whether it was ADA compliant.  The Board would not approve the law, and Bill Swagler will check the ADA regulations.  Amendment to Chapter 156 Article VI Vehicle and Traffic was read. Question raised regarding reference to “private roads”, with discussion of changing wording to public roads. 

Fuel oil and propane bids were opened and publicly read aloud:  

Scott Smith and Sons: #2 Heating Oil: Today’s price per gallon: $2.6577; 

Propane: Today’s price per gallon: $2.0010

Suburban – Propane: Today’s price: $1.97462/gal. 

Economy Heating – Fuel Oil: Rack plus $.30: $2.959/gal. 

Out of Public Hearing and into open session at 7:35 PM.

Guests:  Dave Arnold expressed multiple concerns with Code Enforcement.  Due to time constraints, Mayor suggested continuing later where originally scheduled in agenda. 

MINUTES:
Minutes were read and approved as presented from September 9, 2008 with a motion by Schaffer, seconded by Kaufman. Carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:
Discussed as presented.

BILLS:
Presented. Approved in the amount of  $30,120.60 from abstract numbers 201 & 202 with a Motion by DeHaas, seconded by Blee. Carried.

WORK IN PROGRESS:
Water Rate Committee – Discussion about presentations, Tim Steed getting ductile piping vendors; site visit to National Pipe October 27th; have interviewed vendors for cement tanks, metal tanks, telemetry.


Walking Trail/Trout Ponds – 

Discussion of involvement of Richford in Youth Meeting.


Bike Park – New quote of $20K from local paving company in Owego; Nike wanted surface paved for Banksgiving, now having discussion with them about reducing amount of paving or no paving, as ramp contest originally for “back yard”; waiting to hear back from Nike.


Flooding – School District agreed to bring in engineers; looking at ideas from Soil & Water, will respond; still investigating.


Reservoir Property – Paperwork will be dropped off tomorrow; closure by next month’s meeting; also discussed property on Shirley Road sold by Village, paperwork never completed.  Frank Como and Mertie Pozzi to investigate, add item to Work in Progress.


PPG – Release letter was sent to tenants about Municipal Building, public meeting Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. at Depot.


Post Office Lease – Still working on it, should be complete by next month; Post Office agreed to pay own heat and electric; conversion costs have been accumulated, will be amortized into rent.


Library Flagpole & Bell – Work on hold, take off Work in Progress.


Dumpster – Discussion of offering this service; Lori DeHaas to have worked out by next meeting; put on New Business.

NEW BUSINESS: 
Local Law #02-08 Amendment to Chapter 140, Article IV Sidewalk Maintenance Resolution tabled, Bill Swagler to look up ADA regulations for sidewalk width.

RESOLUTION #50-08
Local Law #02-08 Amendment to Chapter 157, Article VI Vehicle and Traffic (copy attached) adopted with a motion by Kaufman, seconded by Blee. Roll call vote. DeHaas, Kaufman, Blee, Schaffer, and Tornatore – Yes. 0 – No.  Carried.

RESOLUTION #51-08
Acceptance of Bid for Fuel Oil and Propane (copy attached) adopted with a motion by Schaffer, seconded by DeHaas. Roll call vote. DeHaas, Kaufman, Blee, Schaffer, and Tornatore – Yes. 0 – No.  Carried.

RESOLUTION #52-08

Appointment of Marriage Officer (copy attached) adopted with a motion by Kaufman, seconded by Blee. Roll call vote. DeHaas, Kaufman, Blee, Schaffer – Yes. Tornatore – Abstain. 0 – No.  Carried.


Reservoir Roof – Bill Foster reviewed proposal; discussion of shoring up instead of roof replacement or building a cover;  also discussed looking into hiring professional divers or taking videos to determine extent of damage, as well as finding vendors to do actual repair; Bill Foster to contact vendors; Mertie Pozzi to contact Mary Chappell to review process for roof, need conclusion of availability of grants; Lori DeHaas to contact Hunt; Fred Blee also to talk to structural department at his firm for vendor names.


Storm Windows – Bill Foster reviewed proposal for 50 of 70 windows to be repaired on first floor (except foyer) and basement; choices are to not do work, or authorize half and determine that impact, or do all at once; Motion by Kaufman to accept bid from AEP to insulate 50 windows covering approximately 731.70 sq. ft.  for a total price of $15,430.11, Seconded by Schaffer. Roll call vote. DeHaas, Kaufman, Blee, Schaffer, and Tornatore – Yes. 0 – No.  Carried.


Dave Arnold/Code Enforcement – Discussion of complaints continued.  Mr. Arnold was told that the Board would discuss issue in executive session; comments were made by residents complimenting performance of Code Enforcement Officer.

 RESOLUTION #53-08
Completion of Employee Probation and Stipend for Fire Marshal (copy attached) adopted with a motion by Blee, seconded by Schaffer. Roll call vote. DeHaas, Kaufman, Blee, Schaffer, and Tornatore – Yes. 0 – No.  Carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:                     
Code Enforcement – Swagler - None

Public Works – Foster – Municipal Building 

Sidewalks to be done next week; will see if money remaining to do Library steps; Well #3: Waiting for Tim Steed for recommendation for less expensive way to replace meter, running 125% fast; Bill Foster to ask Tim Steed if it can be placed differently; Post Office heat: New quote from ANC for $15,145 and approximate budgetary number from NYSEG for new hookup $6,500 for a total of $22,000 to separate electric and heat; Mayor Tornatore and Trustee Schaffer to meet next week to develop rent figure; Clerk to contact Post Office that we’ll be in touch middle of next week. Review of 3 quotes for commercial grade dehumidifier for cellar ranging from $556 to $1,000; Board consents to purchase of $556 unit.

Mayor – Tornatore – Discussion of sidewalk by reservoir property, decision made to table due to piping issue; Mayor would like stipend in budget for future; Mayor to work with Clerk on budgeting, would like to have zero budget this year.



Personnel – Schaffer - None



Planning – DeHaas – Tim Gwardyak on both Planning and Variance Boards, issue of conflict of interest; Mr. Gwardyak stated he would prefer to stay on Variance Board rather than Planning Board; point raised that Planning Board advisory only, but Attorney Como stated there is still a conflict. 



Board of Appeals – DeHaas – Discussion of next step for Arnold’s variance.



Building & Grounds – Kaufman - None



REAP – DeHaas – Attended meeting, nothing to report.



Parks, Youth – Kaufman - None



Library – Blee – 100 year anniversary celebration this weekend.



Police – Schaffer - None



Child Protection – Schaffer - None



Attorney – Como - None



Clerk – Cucci – Grant application filed for Music in the Parks, received notification of application complete; Archives Grant amount previously approved reduced 6%, approval given to change from laptop to handheld device; Newsletters with meter cards mailed.

BOARD CONCERNS:
Board will have executive session before next regular board meeting, October 28th; Issue raised regarding complaints about Thrift Shop blocking sidewalk with merchandise and sandwich board blocking view of traffic; Bill Swagler will address these issues.

Motion by Schaffer, seconded by Kaufman to adjourn at 10:19 PM. Carried.

Tracey S. Cucci

Deputy Clerk/Treasurer

